Plymouth County
Decategorization/Empowerment Planning Council

November 20, 2009

                                               Minutes                                 DRAFT
I. Welcome/Introductions
Present: Joyce Vermeer, David Norgart, Bill Glienke, Melany Storm, Jill Majeres, Melissa Ogden, Meriele Wilmot, Deb Kroksh, Kate Reuter, Jan Wagner, Anna Letsche, Geralyn Hoefling, Gail Konopasek, Heather Hinds, Takysia Larsen, Carl Turner, Gordan Greene, Anna Schmadeke, Loretta Myers, Emily Shuberg, Helena McDougall, Cheryl Buntsma, Joy Poppema, Elaine Luttrell, Kassie Hobson, Cathy VanMaanen, Vikki Herbst, Stacy Boeve, John Froehlig, and Cindy Harpenau

II. Minutes

Minutes from the October meeting were approved.  

III. Empowerment

Entities/individuals that are involved with programs serving 0 – 5 years of age were invited to the Empowerment-focused meeting.  Information was provided on the following programs:

1. Empowerment:
a. Coordinator: Joyce Vermeer

b. Early Childhood Coordinator: Takysia Larsen

c. 24/7 Dads Project: Dave Norgart and Bill Glienke

2. Mid-Sioux Opportunity, Inc.

a. Child Care Resource & Referral: Anna Letsche

b. QRS: Anna Letsche

c. WIC/MCH: Cindy Harpenau

3. Preschool/Childcare

a. Akron Children’s Center: Deb Kroksh

b. Remsen-Union Preschool: Kate Reuter

c. Great Beginnings, Remsen St. Mary’s: Geralyn Hoefling

d. Le Mars Daycare/Small Wonders: Heather Hinds/Gail Konopasek

e. Little Hawks, Hinton: Stacy Boeve
f. Noah’s Ark: Helena McDougall

g. Clark: Carl Turner

4. Area Education Agency: Anna Schmadeke/Emily Shuberg

5. Service Clubs:

a. Kiawanis: Jan Wagner

6. Family Services:
a. Transitional Services, Inc.: Elaine Lutrell
7. Department of Human Services:

a. Licensing: John Froehlig

b. Spot Checking: Jill Majeres

c. Melissa Ogden

IV. New Business

Vicki Herbst encouraged everyone to continue to come to the meetings.  She also encouraged guests to invite other individuals/agencies that are involved with 0 – 5 year olds to come to future meetings. 

V. Next Meeting
1. Early Childhood (Empowerment) Focused Meetings: 

a. February 26, April 23, June 25, August 27, October 22

2. School-Aged (Decategorization) Focused Meetings:

a. January 22, March 26, May 28, July 23, September 24, November 26
VI. Meeting Adjourned

