Lyon County Planning Council

Meeting Minutes
October 10, 2011
Members Present: Kandace Koll, Joanne Smith, Anna Letsche, Sister Judy Angst, Takysia Larsen, Melissa Stillson, Brenda Deutsch, Ron Vincelli and Jeff Jager.  
Other in attendance: Sherri Boeve.  Members absent: Lisa Rockhill; Sue Haggar
I. Open Meeting/Introductions/Welcome guests – Kandace Koll opened the meeting, introductions were made.  A representative from the religious community, Sister Judy Angst from Holy Name Catholic Church.  All members and guests present identified themselves and the organizations they work with, so she should become familiar with all present. 
II. Review/Approve Minutes – Action – The council reviewed the minutes as submitted.  Kandace motioned to approve the minutes as written, Joanne Smith motioned to approve and Ron Vincelli seconded the motion. Motion carried.
III. Treasurer’s Report/Approve Bills/- Action – Kandace reviewed the trial balance as prepared by Melissa VanHolland with all present and explained the revenues received and expenses incurred for the council.  She also noted what programs we support through our 501C3.  Sister Judy inquired about the CARES program and Melissa Stillson, CARES Coordinator, described the meaning of CARES (Car seat and Restraint Education Services) and how the program assists families who are in need of a child restraint, as well as, in need of education on the proper use and installation of the car seat. Kandace motions for the treasurer’s report to be approved.  Brenda Deutsch motioned to approve and Melissa Stillson seconded the motion. Motion carried.
IV. NWECIA (Northwest Early Childhood Iowa) – Takysia Larsen is present today and reports to the council that their program funds were also cut with reduced state funding.  Kandace inquires if she is still doing the trainings as she was prior to assuming her new position and she states that she is not doing trainings at this time, and funding for this position was eliminated due to decreased funding.  Preschool scholarship funding was made available this FY but the funds were reduced. Sherri inquired about how this works for families, and Takysia states that all families when registering for preschool or attend preschool open houses receive the application for preschool scholarships and they are able to identify whether or not they are eligible for the scholarship opportunity by seeing the income guidelines.   If families have children that are eligible for Headstart then they need to use that resource first, and if the class is full, then they can utilize the preschool scholarship for assistance with public/private preschool. It is noted by Takysia that they are not accepting any applications at this time, as all fund have been expended.
V. Other Business: 
CARES – Melissa Stillson reports that she purchased 4 high back booster seats and 4 convertible car seats with funds remaining in the CARES program.  She also notes that when she receives the United Fund grant money she will be looking to purchase additional seats in the spring of 2012.
Compass Pointe- Ron Vincelli reports that he is working with Desiree Stubbe of Compass Pointe in Rock Rapids, to bring some information on the stats of their program here in Lyon County.  They were unable to do this for today, but will be presenting at a future meeting.  
Strengthening Families- Anna Letschke from ISU discussed that they are planning a   training scheduled to be held in Lemars November 7-9th.  They have money available for full scholarships depending on the amount of trainers interested in the training.  They currently have 4 trainers registered at this time; none are from the Lyon County area.  They are looking at utilizing planning councils, Season’s, extension staff, schools etc. to recruit trainers.  If funding is not available then the person must pay $350.00 for the training Currently ISU is looking at doing a weekend retreat at Inspiration Hills in March 2012. The retreat will cost families a fee of $75.00 which will include their lodging, meals and curriculum.  The class is for families with children ages 10-14.  There are 7 sessions and are compiled of the following:
-Parents meet without children and are taught about setting appropriate limits and consequences; how to engaged and interact with their children; discussion of behaviors of children and how to work with them; substance abuse.  This is just a short definition of what the program can offer.

-Children meet separately as well and they are given information on how to set goals and identify their dreams; how to develop skill when dealing with peer pressure and choose good decision making; Brenda Deustsch inquires about if the program discusses bullying and Anna states not specifically but it helps to teach them to say no to peer pressure and use other ways to not become involved in negative situations.
- Parents and children come together and the program has them participate in working with identifying who their family is and the values they want to have as a family.

VII.            LOVE and LOGIC Training – Jeff Jager reports that he doesn’t feel he will be able to fit in the time to complete the training for Love and Logic this fall as he had expected.  He is looking at trying to do the class in the spring of 2012.  He also discussed completing family court-ordered classes again in the past, if that would be a possibility, but he would like to have about 3-5 families.
 Planning Strategies Committee – Kandace passed around the brochure for the planning council and had members present review the information presented and wanted to note if there were any changes to be made.  Takysia states that in the bullet under Northwest Early Childhood Iowa the program description needs to be written as Northwest Early Childhood Iowa.  Anna Letsche notes that their description of ISU needs to have Outreach added to their title.  It is noted that atomosphere on the front of the brochure within the mission statement needs to be amended to read environments, and Sister Judy Angst inquires if the parts of the mission statement shouldn’t all read as : promoting; assessing; encouraging, and providing rather than being broke up between using the word “to” in some descriptions and “-ing” in some.  It is voted that it all be changed to end the words in “-ing.”  The brochures will be distributed throughout communities in medical and school facilities, Atlas, ISU Extension, daycares and religious organizations.  We will be print 250 copies and utilize members of the group to assist with this.  It is also noted by Kandace that they would like to do a power point presentation for the Planning Council and would like to have assistance from anybody present in the group today, or other suggestions of somebody that could assist with this. Melissa Stillson suggests contacting school National Honor Society students as they need community service projects.  Jeff Jager will contact Mrs. Harmon at the high school and discuss with her and bring information to the next meeting.
VII.
New Business:  Brenda Deustch would like to get information to people on the new safety guidelines with the drop down cribs and all other cribs, with the new safety recall on them and the changes that will need to be made.  This is a federal regulation and Melissa Stillson suggested that we contact the newspaper and put in a public notice of safety for families/daycare providers/churches etc.  Brenda will get the information to Melissa and she will forward to the newspaper.


Pinwheels – Joanne Smith inquires if we want to purchase the pinwheels, and Melissa states that it would be fine, but she doesn’t really know how we are to use them.  It is discussed that maybe we can have Lisa Rockhill or Sue Haggar do activities with the kids that identify the meaning of the pinwheel and then give them a pinwheel.  Discussion was tabled to next meeting when Nola is present so she can possibly answer some additional questions we have on this topic.


It is noted by those present today, that the title of the Lyon County Planning Council is vague and doesn’t really have a meaning. It is noted that is a title given by the state for all councils. Melissa Stillson researched the definition of the word planning. It is as follows:
                  The word planning is defined as: the act or process of making or carrying out PLANS; specifically: the establishment of goals, policies, and procedures for a social or economic unit <city planning> <business planning> <county planning>. 

                  Adjournment/Next Meeting – November 14, 2011 at 10:30 a.m.

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.

