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Security and success for children by strengthening families and communities.


Cherokee County Planning Council

Monthly Meeting Minutes                      
8-24-09

I. Welcome / Introductions 

Alisa Dixson, Jeanne Feeck, Cindy Hatch, Laura Benson, Joy Poppema, Melony Storm, Joyce Vermeer,              Brittany Christensen, Shannon Goth, Takysia Larsen, Dawn Sickelka, Kristal Phillips  
II. Empowerment Discussion
The council discussed Cherokee County separating from NICE.  The council needs to make their intentions to do so known to the State Board by September 1.  It was discussed that Cherokee County shares a lot of resources and people with Ida County.  There was also discussion on the number of children 0-5 needed in an Empowerment cluster.  Ida County will most likely have to connect with Sac, Crawford, and BV Counties if they are unable to re-designate with Cherokee County.  Joyce presented a hand-out on how Empowerment funds are broken down for all the counties in NICE.  Some estimates were given by Joyce and Jim France on how much Cherokee County would get if we split from NICE.  Dawn presented that Ida County receives $165,000 a year.  Kristal did put a call into State Empowerment but received no phone call back by the time of this meeting today.  Empowerment is looking at implementing new policies on what Empowerment clusters look like: no single counties, no more than 4 counties in a cluster, and the cluster of counties must have shared borders.  Specific reasons for Cherokee County wanting to break from NICE were further discussed.  Kristal made a motion to contact the State Empowerment Board through a letter to notify them of our intent to break away from NICE.  Cindy seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by unanimous consent with Joyce refraining from voting.  After checking the by-laws, Joyce noted that the NICE Empowerment Board would have to write and submit that letter of intent.  The council requested being added to the NICE Empowerment Board meeting agenda on August 26.  Joyce advised she would add us to the agenda.
III.  New business
IV.  The next meeting will be September 17 at 12:15pm at Plains Area Mental Health.

Adjourn

