Cherokee County Decategorization/Empowerment Planning Council
Julie Schulenberg   - Chairperson                                                                                              Nola Aalberts   - Decat Cord  - Joyce Vermeer NICE Cord

Security and success for children by strengthening families and communities.


                         Minutes 
                          

Cherokee Planning Council

December 17, 2009 – 12:15pm

Location: Plains Area Mental Health

900 North Second Street, Suite A

Cherokee, Iowa

                                                                                    Draft
I. Welcome and Introductions- Melony Storm, Joy Poppema, Brittany Christensen, Brenda Jenkins, Laura Benson, Ashley Christensen, Tanya Webb, Daedra Collins, Joyce Vermeer, Kristi Neumann, Cindi Prather, Dawn Sickelka, Julie Schulenberg, Jan Carlson, Kristal Phillips, Karla Meadows, Takysia Larson
II. Approval of minutes – Motion by Ashley C., seconded by Melony S. approved by unanimous consent
III. Old Business – Tanya Webb, senior at Washington High School inducted into the National Honor Society.
IV. DEC Team – Julie S. spoke to Cherokee County Fund Drive and DEC will be included next year
V. Family Drug Court – Name changed to Family Treatment Court, going well, have $25 gift cards per child for xmas and will be going shopping on the 23rd. Holiday party on January 9th with BV, Cherokee, and Ida in Ida Grove at the rec center.
VI. Community Partnerships 

a. $1500 Available for FY10- Neighborhood Network or Collaboration, until September 30th.
VII. Decat/Juvenile Justice Report
a. Proposal, Keeping $ Ahead – Discussed proposal although no interest, preliminary vote to decline, will put on next month’s Decat agenda and formally vote then.
VIII. Prevent Child Abuse Iowa
a. Sexual Abuse Prevention – Kristi L. in the Cherokee Schools this week doing presentations. CAASA contacting other resources to get funding for booklets.
b. CBCAP Review – none
IX. Northwest Iowa Council for Families and Children (NICFC)- none
X. Empowerment Report
1.10/23/09 Cherokee Lean Design Meeting – Joyce
a. overview for those who did not attend- handouts from meeting explained by Joyce.
b. Survey results discussed by Joyce. Kristal P. inquired as to how to get people to the Planning Council who attended the Lean Design Meeting. Suggested to look at changing the time and day of PC meeting. Takysia will look into when is a good time for PC for child care and education people.
c. Next step is to sit back and wait. Ida County sent letter to Empowerment so it will be their decision now.
2. NICE Board Membership – handout from Joyce explained. Julie Schulenberg and Deb Bagenstos nominated and now officially NICE Board Members.
3. NICE Budget Cuts – Joyce explained 10% across the board cuts
a. Parent Support

   i. Family Circles- discussed applying for Legacy Foundation Grants, still have some money and may apply for Neighborhood Network money.
   ii. Love and Logic- no Empowerment funding, still have funding from Decat at Family Circles.
   iii. Healthy Families

b. Preschool Support

c. Quality Improvement

d. General Aid

e. Early Childhood Funds

4. Preschool Scholarship Shortfall— Only doing full scholarships now, not taking new applications since October ’09 due to no money. Empowerment Board found money to fund current scholarships for rest of school year. Handout explained by Takysia. Discussed the Universal Preschool Program in NWIowa.
5. Childcare Nurse Consultant Activity—Nurse works with 112 home providers and preschools, she helps them move over and above the DHS State Standards.
6. Infant-Toddler Quality Childcare ARRA Funds—Empowerment Board voted to approve $23,000 to help low income families pay for childcare. Child has to be under 2, and provider must QRS 3 or above. Handout explained by Joy.
XI. Opportunity for council members and public to bring up new items for discussion.- none
Plan for next meeting- Thursday, January 21st, 2010 at 12:15pm at Plains Area Mental Health, Cherokee
Adjourn 

