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Security and success for children by strengthening families and communities.


Cherokee County Planning Council

Monthly Meeting Minutes

8-20-09

I. Welcome / Introductions 

Alisa Dixson, Linda Mummert, Jeanne Feeck, Mark Leeds, Daedra Collins, Ashley Christensen, Julie                        Schulenburg, Cindy Hatch, Laura Benson, Joy Poppema, Melony Storm, Joyce Vermeer, Brittany Christensen, Kristi Neumann, Julie Powell, Kristi Langschwager, Shannon Goth, Janice Carlson   
II. Minutes 

a.  Laura made a motion to approve the minutes and Julie seconded the motion.  Minutes were approved by unanimous consent.  

        
III. Old Business
a.  Healthy Families Accreditation- Jan presented the Accreditation Plaque to Daedra and Shannon.
           IV. DecTeam
            a. DEC Conference- The Cherokee DEC Conference is on Friday, September 11.  Speakers will be Sue 


   Sue Webber-Brown, Teresa Miller, Cindy Schmell, and FDC/Parent Partners digital stories. 
    
V. Family Drug Courts 


a. Update- Two participants graduated on August 12.  There is one new participant from Ida County.  We 


   are working on getting CPS to refer cases to FDC at the very beginning of an investigation.

VI.  Community Partnerships


a. Youth Transitions- Julie passed out an information binder she made.  There will be no further funding for
         for Youth Transitions but do have $6000 in carryover funds and $1000 from CPPC.  Elevate is still 

         meeting twice a month in Cherokee.  Elevate was presented with a national award.

VII.  Decat/Juvenile Justice Report- No report
VIII.  Prevent Child Abuse Iowa- No report
IX.  Northwest Iowa Council for Families and Children (NICFC)- No report
X.  Empowerment

a. NICE FY10 Budget- Joyce distributed a hand-out and explained it to the council.
b. Healthy Families Budget- Joyce distributed a hand-out and explained it to the council.

c. Family Circles Budget- Joyce distributed a hand-out and explained it to the council.

d. NICE By-laws- It was discussed that NICE Board representatives from Cherokee County be required

  to attend the monthly PC meetings.  Voting on membership and location of NICE Board meetings will be

  done at the September meeting.

e. Child Abuse Statistics- Joyce distributed a hand-out and noted the significant drop in child abuse in 

  Cherokee County.

f. Planning Council Funds $4000.

   1. Family Circles will receive $2000

   2. Newborn Drug Testing will receive $2000.

   3. Your Child’s workshops are already funded through NICE so we do not need to use our funds.
   4. Other- No funds.

g. Website and Brochures- Joyce handed out the new brochures and reported the new website is up and

     running.

XI.  New business
a. Jan reported the State has applied for funding for the H1N1 vaccinations and they should be available in
  October.  Those who are first to receive the vaccination will be pregnant women, babies over 6 months of

  Age, and school-age children.

b. Kristal Phillips joined the meeting by telephone and discussed our PC breaking away from NICE.  We 

  will need to have a special meeting next week to vote on the matter.  We are thinking of joining with Ida

  County PC and possibly another county.  The deadline to notify the State of our intent to leave NICE is

  September 1.  The PC decided to have the special meeting on August 24 at 3:30pm and Plains.  Joyce 

  advised the State is looking at reducing the number of Empowerment areas from 58 to 38.  She further

  advised we need to make sure we meet the requirements for number of children 0-5.  Kristal stated she 

  would put a call into the State Empowerment office to get the details on regulations and restrictions.

c. CAASA is having a fundraising bike ride on October 4.  There will be a 25-mile bike ride and activities

  for children.

d. The council discussed putting together a calendar of events and notifying the Chamber of Commerce.

e. There is a Train-the-Trainer event in Orange City on October 14-15 for Parent Nurturing.

f. Melony presented the new MOMs brochure.

XII.  The next meeting will be September 17 at 12:15pm at Plains Area Mental Health.

Adjourn

