
                                                             Minutes
                                                      August 26, 2011




Draft
Early Childhood Focused

Floyd Valley Hospital Conference Room #3

LeMars, IA

12:20pm
                                                                                                            DRAFT
1. Welcome and Introductions

Vikki welcomed all in attendance.  Those present were:  Mary Buhman, Cathy Van Maanen, Takysia Larsen, Heather Hinds, Katie Gannon, Deb Steffen, Jim Henrich, Melony Storm, Lori Hayungs and Joy Poppema.
2. Approval of Minutes 

      The minutes were reviewed.  A correction was noted for item 2g which should read Council on Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence, not abuse.  A motion was made by Mary to approve the minutes with the above noted correction, seconded by Heather, motion approved unanimously.  

3. Organization/Program Report 

a. Northwest Area Education Agency  no one to report
b. Mid Sioux 

c.   CCR&R lots of changes
Katie Gannon reported on the new structure of CCR&R and distributed the information.  Changes to CCR&R are:  there is a new communication specialist to market CCR&R and to make presentations to centers/preschool boards that are at risk of closing; there will be a new database for tracking visits and also technical assistance and CCR&R has closed offices in Sioux City and Akron. 
Katie reported that a future goal of CCR&R is to develop a webinar for parents to use.  
d. Parent Partners

Melony reported Parent Partners are serving 20 families in the Sioux Cluster and utilizing full time and part time Parent Partners.    Parent Partners is hoping to do another Build a Better Future training in November.  Melony noted the criteria for a Parent Partner is:
* They have to have been involved in the DHS system, 
* If they have had their children removed the family must be reunited with their children at least six months,
 *If there are substance abuse issues the Parent Partner must be clean and sober for at least a year. 
 Referrals can be made to Melony Storm:  mstorm@udmo.com or phone 712-229-7568.
Melony reported on upcoming trainings: 
  * Sept 22nd at Spencer Hospital “Incorporating Screening for Substance Abuse into Routine for Prenatal Care.” 
  *Sept 23rd in Storm Lake.   “Developing Effective Community Based Treatment” training from 10:00am-3:00pm.  
  *Sept 24th in Spencer.  “Recovery Walk” beginning at 11:00am at the North end of the North Gate Mall.   There is transportation available for those wishing to attend.  Register by contacting Megan at Hope Haven in Spencer.
e. Healthy Families

Deb reported they are currently serving 40 families and will be transitioning eleven families out of the Healthy Families program.  She noted there have been funding cuts to the program.  A new program “Loving Your Family Nutrition” program is being offered to Healthy Families clientele.

f. Northwest Early Childhood Iowa

     i. NECI Budget Allocation

         a. Preschool scholarships for families

A diagram of preschool scholarships funded in FY11 was distributed.  There is roughly $150,000 in funding for scholarships this year which is a decrease from last year’s funding.
         b. Healthy Families

Takysia reported a goal of NECI is to promote more collaboration between the Healthy Families program and other family support programs.  A mini-conference for all family support workers is being developed for next spring and those interested in helping should contact Takysia at takysial@siouxcounty.org or phone 712-707-9599.
         c. Grants for family child care/preschool

Takysia reported there are grants available for home childcare providers to help them improve quality (QRS) in their homes and grants are also available for preschools to assist them in participating in the QRS program.  

    ii. Other

A flyer regarding a car seat safety workshop being held Tuesday, Sept 20 in Sioux City was distributed.  

The NECI newsletter was also available.

g. Department of Human Services

No one to report

h. Council on Sexual Assault & Domestic Violence

Cathy reported the agency has received its largest budget cuts this year.  Staff cuts and less staff have reduced availability of offering shelter to victims.  Cathy is offering to talk with teachers at “in-services” to inform them of what children are going thru as victims of assault and violence and what children need to help them cope.  A “Lunch ‘n’ Learn” will be held in October for area businessmen to gain information of what victims experience and how to help assist them as their employees.  “Walk a Mile in Your Shoes” will be happening in November.  Cathy trained the Healthy Family support workers to give them a better understanding of the dynamics of abuse, how to assist families and also information regarding their own personal safety.  Cathy is willing to conduct more trainings for those interested.  Oct 10th a training “The Story of Native American Boarding Schools” will be held in Sioux City.  Cathy will send the information to Joy to send out to Planning Councils. 
i. Plains Area Mental Health

It was suggested to change the agenda heading of Plains Area Mental Health to Mental Health.  Mary Buhman reported she is offering counseling services as:  Mary B. Buhman Therapy Service and is located at 15B 1st Ave NW in Le Mars and 321 Mill St in Akron.   Her phone number is 712-540-3063 and fax number is 712-546-8929.   She will offer a sliding fee scale for clientele.  Mary has resigned from the Plymouth County Drug Court and has begun organizing the Plymouth County DEC team (Drug Endangered Children).  The team meets the first Wednesday of the month from 4-5pm at the old DHS office in Le Mars.  DEC promotes good collaboration with DHS, law enforcement, the county attorney, Healthy Families, hospitals and other entities to assist children in drug abused homes.   Mary will send out an email in regards to upcoming meetings.
j. Preschools

No one to report
k.  ISU 

      i. Grant request “Strengthening Families Program”  
 Lori Hayungs introduced herself and informed everyone of her involvement with ISU.  She is hosting trainings for family support workers and trainings for “train the trainers”.  The Strengthening Families program is an excellent parenting resource for families.  There will be a program starting Sept 19th for the Le Mars community at the Le Mars Convention Center beginning at 6:15-8:15pm with a meal provided.  There will be a facilitator training for Strengthening Families on November 19 in Le Mars.  The grant application and budget was reviewed.
Cathy made a motion to approve the Strengthening Families grant, Mary seconded.  A question as to a specific grade and age was asked.   The target age is children in 5th to 6th grade, ages 10-12.  The grant was approved unanimously.   Lori will let Nola know of the approval.
4. Other – Opportunity for council members and public to bring up new items for discussion. 
Siouxland Beyond Poverty Initiative information was distributed.  Erin Grace from the Salvation Army would like to be added to the email distribution list for Sioux and Plymouth counties.  
Great Beginnings training will be sent out by Joy and sent to Mel for Cherokee and will also be sent to the rest of the Planning Councils.

There will be funds for a Love & Logic class in Le Mars to be held this November.
5. Next Meeting: September 23, 2011, same time and place with a Decat focus

October 28, 2011, same time and place with an early childhood focus.
6. Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned at 1:45pm
                 ~Minutes submitted by Joy Poppema
Plymouth County Planning Council 


Meeting the 4th Friday of the month at 12:20-1:45 p.m. in the Floyd Valley Hospital in Le Mars


2011 MEETING SCHEDULE:


Families with Children 0-18 (Decat/CPPC/PCAIA) Focused Meetings:


January 21, March 25, May 27, July 22, September 23, November 25


Early Childhood Focused Meetings:


February 25, April 22, June 24, August 26, October 28, December 23


Co-Chairs:  Vikki Herbst and Cathy Van Maanen











