
                                                          Minutes
Oct 28, 2011-----Early Childhood Focused
Floyd Valley Hospital Conference Room #1
LeMars, IA

12:20pm
Early Childhood Focused



             Draft
I. Welcome and Introductions

Cathy Van Maanen chaired the meeting.  Those in attendance were:  Carol Schnieder, Sharon Nieman, Deb Steffen, Deb Mc Pherson, Suzanne Vande Hoef, RoxAnn Smith, Brittney Punt, Jim Henrich, Loretta Myers, Takysia Larsen and Joy Poppema 
II. Approval of Minutes – (Action)

Minutes were reviewed.  Deb Mc Pherson motioned to approve the minutes, Deb Steffen seconded, motion passed.
III. Organization/Program Report – (Information)

a. Northwest Area Education Agency

Sharon Neiman reported that Susan Bixeman hosts a meeting once a month (the first Tuesday of each month) to brainstorm with agencies and provide a networking opportunity for those who attend.  The meeting is at the Le Mars School Administration Building. 
b. Mid Sioux (WIC, Head Start, CCR&R)

Suzanne distributed new brochures for Mid Sioux.  She reported that applications will be received for LiHEAP – and are on a first come first serve basis.  Sharon noted a requirement for all those applying is that residents in the home must be a citizen of the United States.  
LeMars has 60 Head Start Families & 16 Early Head Start families at                          the LeMars Center.  There are also 11 home based families in Plymouth County.  There is one full time Family Advocate (Suzanne) who serves the home based families at this time. 

c. Parent Partners

No one to report.  
d. Healthy Families

Deb reported there are 30+ families being served through the Healthy Families program.  Several families have left the program with the start of school because the target children are now attending kindergarten.  There are openings and new families are being enrolled. 
e. Northwest Early Childhood Iowa (NECI)
Takysia distributed information regarding NECI board membership and the need in the future for representation from Plymouth County.  Takysia gave an overview of the NECI board functions and the requirements of the state for serving on the board.  In March of 2012 representation from Plymouth County will be required.   Takysia asked all those in attendance to consider possibly serving on the NECI board.   The vacancy preferably should be filled by March of 2012.  Takysia explained the qualifications of a board member serving in the role of Parent/Grandparent are that they must be living with a child 0-5 years of age.  A  Presbyterian United Church of Christ, Pastor Jan Christensen (former home economics teacher and assists with the preschool in the church (Noah’s Ark)), could be a possibility for membership.  The website address for NECI to view the board application is www.n-e-c-i.org.
f. Department of Human Services

No one to report
g. Council on Sexual Assault & Domestic Violence

Cathy reported CSADV is struggling with budget cuts.  A shortfall of $162,000 is projected for this year due to state and federal cuts.  They have begun fundraising events with a goal to collect a $142,000 by the date of May, 2012.  She noted that victims wanting shelter must complete a 4 page assessment and the agency is being required turn some individuals away.  CSADV is conducting a “life saver campaign” and a 
“Red Shoe Event”.   CASDV has been presenting the Happy Bear program in schools for young children, a curriculum for bullying with 8th graders and body safety program in the middle schools.    Joy will check into Dordt’s violence against women grant and let Cathy know the logistics.    
h. Mental Health

Sharon noted that mental health aid is being redesigned for the state of Iowa.  The redesign deals with how services and funding will occur. The state is looking at the process of having regional coordinators instead of coordinators that are county by county.     It was noted the need for mental health assistance is growing while the funding for the matter is being cut.  
i. Preschools

No one to report
j.  ISU Extension
Carol reported they are celebrating national 4H month and recruiting membership.  Clover Kids is offered for children in grades 1 to 3, with over 150 children attending.   

Carol reported ISU is focusing on the Strengthening Families program which assists families by hosting a 7 week program for families.  Research shows children participating in the Strengthening Families program are less likely to engage in risky behaviors.  The facilitator training will be held at the LeMars Convention Center on Nov 7, 8 and 9.      


IV. Other – Opportunity for council members and public to bring up new items for discussion and/or planning.
Brittney Punt from Bethany Christian Services introduced herself as the pregnancy counselor and described the services provided for counseling and adoption.  Martha Hibma is the new Director for the Bethany Christian Services office in Orange City.
V. Next Meeting:  Decat, November 18th, 
                              Early childhood focus is set for February 24, 2012, same time, same place 
VI. Adjourn – meeting adjourned at 2:00pm.  
~minutes submitted by Joy Poppema
Plymouth County Planning Council 


Meeting the 4th Friday of the month at 12:20-1:45 p.m. in the Floyd Valley Hospital in Le Mars


2011 MEETING SCHEDULE:


Families with Children 0-18 (Decat/CPPC/PCAIA) Focused Meetings:


January 21, March 25, May 27, July 22, September 23, November 25


Early Childhood Focused Meetings:


February 25, April 22, June 24, August 26, October 28, December 23


Co-Chairs:  Vikki Herbst and Cathy Van Maanen











