Sioux County

Decategorization Early Childhood Planning Council
Doug Smit - Chair         Nola Aalberts – Decat/CPPC Coordinator     Takysia Larsen – NECI Coordinator         
“Security and success for children by strengthening families & communities.”

MINUTES
Monday, August 1, 2011 - 3:00-4:15 p.m.

Upstairs Conference Room

Orange City, IA  51041
Early childhood focus
1. Welcome and Introductions
Doug welcomed all in attendance.  Those present were:  Melony Storm, Karrie Roberts, Heather Hinds, Jeanne Feeck, Kim Westerholm, Barb Yackley, Takysia Larsen, Melissa Juhl, Katie Ganon, Joy, Poppema and Lori Hayungs.
2. Approval of Minutes            
Doug asked for everyone to review the minutes.  They were accepted by unanimous consent.
3. Organization/Program Report  
a. NWAEA – no one to report
b. Mid-Sioux (WIC, EHS, HS, CCR&R)

WIC reported they are able to do a Medicaid presumptive eligibility now – for more information contact Courtney Loutsch (712-786-3494).  It was noted that  WIC numbers are down and decreasing each month.  Referrals would be appreciated.
Karrie reported Early Head Start has a waiting list in place and children are transitioning to Head Start.
Heather introduced herself as the new Childcare Consultant for the Sioux County.  She reported there are changes at Mid Sioux which will affect all the childcare providers in Sioux County.  
Melissa Juhl distributed information on the changes of CCR &R.  A 23rd county has been added to their program and Mid Sioux is working with seven Early Childhood Iowa areas.  There are 7 consultants in the field with 3 office based consultants and 4 communing from a home base.  There are two new positions:  one is a supervisor for all the childcare nurse consultants and the other position is a new communications specialist, Katie Ganon.  She will be responsible for marketing CCR&R and working with childcare center boards and directors that are most at risk of closing down.
c. Parent Partners

Melony reported the program is going very well.  The program did receive more Decat funding and are hopeful that legislation will pass funding for two more years.   Melony noted Chuck Grassley’s office has been working very hard to extend the grant for two more years.     A Recovery Walk starting at 9:00am will be held in Spencer on Saturday, Sept 24th.  Transportation out of Sioux County is being worked on for this event.
d. Northwest Early Childhood Iowa

A diagram of preschool scholarship for FY11 was distributed.  It was noted 94 of the scholarships were funded in Sioux County.  Sioux County has the largest amount of preschools in the four counties.  $89,418 in preschool tuition scholarships was funded in Sioux County.    Scholarships are awarded based on income need.  
Takysia reported on the Healthy Families program.  The parent support dollars were cut from $385,000 in FY11 to $340,000 for FY12.

Takysia reported there will be grants for preschools and family childcare providers in FY12.  A requirement within their contracts state there must be improvement in quality each year to participate in our grant program.  These grants help them reach and maintain their QRS ratings.

e. DHS

Jeanne reported the Governor signed the budget and there will be no more layoffs.    She noted two workers have quit and a secretary was laid off in the Sioux County office.  The office is hoping to replace those vacancies
f. ISU Extension

Lori reported ISU is looking to host a train the trainers training on Sept 20th for “The Great Beginnings” program.   A goal is to create a pool of facilitators and then help entities run this program.   Lori is also promoting “Just in Time Parenting” and “The Science of Parenting” programs.  

g. Preschools

No one to report
h. Family Child Care Providers

No one to report
i. Hope Haven

Doug reported everything is status quo, with a name change from Iowa Medicaid Enterprise to Magellan of Iowa.    
j. Family Crisis Center – Barb Yackley

Barb reported they work with children and victims of domestic assault.   She reported on an upcoming conference on Oct 17, 2011 with more information forthcoming.  

k.  Other   
Doug reported the RTF in Sheldon will be closing on the 29th of September due to funding cuts.            
4. Drug Endangered Children Representative (DEC)
Melony and Takysia reported on the Cherokee County DEC team.  Melony noted their DEC team is made up of city police, sheriff’s office, county attorney, public health, regional hospital, DHS, Parent Partners, Plains Area and Jackson Recovery.  These entities work together to assist children in need when the children are being removed from their homes due to parental drug abuse.  Childcare is available with clothes and diapers for children when law enforcement is involved in removing children from their homes.  DEC has provided wipes for law enforcement officers to use in homes to prove drug abuse.  The biggest benefit is collaboration between law enforcement and DHS.    A grant is needed to bring this program to Sioux County.  Discussion noted if there are funds available it would be valuable to apply.  A coordinator is needed to run the program and Jeanne suggests a child advocate is a great fit for a coordinator.  Jeanne reported there is an Iowa Data website with staff that can assist with information regarding DEC.  Jeanne made a motion to place on the October Sioux Planning Council agenda an item to begin planning for a DEC team, possibly form a committee to write a grant for funds.  Karrie seconded, motion carried unanimously.   

5. Next Meeting:  Sept 12 – Decat focused
                         Oct 3 –     Early childhood focus.

6. Adjourn – meeting adjourned  3:55pm
                       Minutes submitted by Joy Poppema
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