Sioux County

Decategorization / Early Childhood Iowa Planning Council
Doug Smit - Chair         Takysia Larsen – NECI Coordinator         Nola Aalberts – Decat/CPPC Coordinator

“Security and success for children by strengthening families & communities.”

Minutes
April 4, 2011 - 3:00 p.m.

Upstairs conference Room

                               Orange City, IA  51041                 DRAFT
I. Welcome / Introductions   Jeanne Feeck chaired the meeting in Doug’s absence.  Those present:  Melissa Juhl, Rick Roghair, Chanda Baker, Lori Hayungs, Angela Kroese-Visser, Karrie Roberts, Takysia Larsen and Joy Poppema .
II. Minutes   

The minutes of December 6, 2010 were reviewed.  Corrections were made as follows:  The Cherokee PC meetings are not being held at night.  There has been an addition of an Early Childcare Team in Cherokee County that is meeting in the evening.
Under Section 1 1 QRS should be three star and not two star.  The corrections will be given to Kristen.  Chanda made a motion to approve with corrections.  Jeanne seconded, motion approved by unanimous consent.

III. Old Business – nothing to report
                       IV.      Other Agency Updates 
a. NWAEA   - no one to report
b. Mid Sioux (WIC, EHS, HS, CCR&R)
Early Head Start and Head Start are in their recruiting process which is ongoing thru July.  Recruitment is being done at WIC clinics through newspaper & radio spots, their outreach offices and other  financial assistance programs.  CCR&R reported that their grant is up for competitive bid.  Melissa noted the upcoming changes will be good for the organization.  QRS has Heather Hinds as the new QRS Specialist, she can be contacted at 786-2001 for QRS applications.    The old QRS application version is viable thru Oct 1st.  The new QRS application version was enacted Feb 1, 2011.  
c. Parent Partners – no one to report
d.  Healthy Families
Angela Kroese-Visser reported that Healthy Families of Sioux County is full, there is a waiting list and they are doing as many visits as possible.    Takysia suggested a conversation between Early Head Start and Sioux County Healthy Families occur to make sure there is no duplication of services.  Takysia will assist with this meeting.
e.  NECI

The EEE Symposium held on Saturday, April 2 had 115 attendees and evaluations were very encouraging.   
 Childcare center, home provider and preschool trainings are being scheduled for the upcoming fiscal year.  It was suggested to have conversations with Sarah Smith, Lori Hayungs, NWAEA  and Takysia  to collaborate on the  upcoming trainings.

f. DHS

Jeanne reported they are waiting on budgets.  She reported there will be an additional 145 cuts to staff, with 13-15 layoffs in each service area.  

g. ISU Extension

Lori reported she is serving the Northwest corner of Iowa in the role of the Family Life Coordinator.    She will be scheduling trainings for ECERS and encourages entities to visit with her in regards to what she has to offer for services.
h. Preschools

Rick reported the Orange City Daycare/Preschool serves 180 children and 112 families with universal preschool, Head Start and their childcare facility and have a waiting list in some areas.  There staff consists of 11 individuals with experience in childcare ranging from 1 year to those who have a masters degrees.    Rick serves as director in a part time position.  
V. Decat
a. Grant Application Reviews
Chanda Baker reviewed her grant application for the MOC Summer Enrichment Program.  Children being served would be 6th & 7th graders and targets at risk children.  The program meets in the month of June and provides life skills and social skills training.  Jeanne made a motion to approve, Karrie seconded, motion approved unanimously.
VI. Let’s Plan!  What can we do for Sioux Count to bridge the gaps?
Discussion occurred regarding Early Head Start and Healthy Families getting together to collaborate.  
VII. Other
 VIII.    Next Meeting     
May 2, 2011:   Decat focus meeting


June 6, 2011:  Early Childhood focus meeting

     X.   Adjourn at 4:05pm   
Minutes submitted by Joy Poppema
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