Sioux County

Decategorization / Early Childhood Iowa Planning Council
Doug Smit - Chair         Nola Aalberts – Decat/CPPC Coordinator Takysia Larsen – NECI Coordinator         
“Security and success for children by strengthening families & communities.”

Minutes
June 6, 2011 - 3:00 p.m.

Upstairs conference Room

                               Orange City, IA  51041                 DRAFT
Welcome / Introductions Doug Smit welcomed all in attendance.  Introductions were made.  Those present:  Anna Letsche, Jeanne Feeck, Karrie Robertson, Desere`e Corrales, Barb Yackley, Takysia Larsen and Joy Poppema.
I. Minutes   

The minutes of April 4, 2011 were reviewed and approved by unanimous consent.   
II.      Organization/Program Report 
a.     NWAEA   - no one to report
b.     Mid Sioux (WIC, EHS, HS, CCR&R)
Early Head Start is taking applications for the July 2011-2012 school year.  EHS will be using a new curriculum later this summer; switching from Coor to Gold.  

c. Parent Partners – Jeanne reported there is a new Parent Partner for Cherokee County and that the Parent Partner program in Sioux County is understaffed.
d. Healthy Families  
Takysia reported on the conversation held at the last early childhood focus Sioux Planning Council regarding Early Head Start and Healthy Families staff.  Takysia is developing a mini-conference for all home visitors which will encourage networking and training. Anyone interested in assisting with this mini-conference please contact Takysia at 712-707-9599 or email her at:  takysial@siouxcounty.org.  

Doug reported there will be a Recovery Walk on Sept 24th, starting at Compass Pointe in Spencer, Ia with registration at 11:00am and the walk beginning after registration.

e. NECI
Takysia reported on the stalemate of legislature and not having any allocation or contracts approved.  The state will be giving a tentative budget this week so planning can begin and the required board approval can be obtain to assist state funding being made in a timely manner.  

Takysia reported that the Teddy Bear Den is an Early Head Start incentive program to assist families with the purchase of diapers and wipes.  Funding has been eliminated and the Teddy Bear Den is relying on donations.  Donations are minimal and suggestions were made to check into the Legacy grant (tobacco dollars) as a possible funding source and the possibility of linking donations to trainings or conferences that are being held.
f. DHS
Jeanne reported that until the state legislature makes budget decisions they are on hold like every other agency.
g. ISU Extension
Anna Letsche introduced herself as the new Sioux County ISU Program Coordinator.  She reported that one of ISU Sioux County priorities is working with children at risk, the Strengthening Families program will be available for parents in Sioux County and recruitment is needed.   This program focuses on children ages 10-14 and is a 7 week program which has children and parents both meeting separately and together.  The other priority for ISU Sioux County is childhood obesity.  Takysia noted that Lyon County is also focusing on childhood obesity and will send their contact information to Anna. 
h. Preschools~ nothing to report
i. Family child care providers 
Doug reported Hope Haven did not receive the state funding for their Child Welfare and FSRP programming and will be transitioning to Boys Town and Eckard.  Doug noted that remedial in home services at Hope Haven are moving to Magellan of Iowa from IME with staff education and experience requirements being raised to higher levels. The new name for Remedial Services is BHIS, Behavioral Health Intervention Services.

     III.    Decat - Grant Application Reviews
Jeanne made a motion to approve $2100 for Strengthening Families for ISU.  Seconded by Karrie, and approved unanimously.    After a telephone conversation with Nola she gave notice that they would need to begin services in June to qualify for some of the funding. 
Mid Sioux will submit for Decat funding up to $2100 for the Teddy Bear Den to purchase diapers wipers.    Karrie will get the grant application to Kendra and should be submitted by June 14th to Nola at:  naalber@dhs.state.ia.us.  Nola can be contacted at 712-737-2943, ext 319 or 721-261-3180.  Jeanne made a motion to pre-approve this grant for $2,100 for the Teddy Bear Den, Anna seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

  IV.    Election of Secretary  
Karrie nominated Joy as the secretary for Sioux Planning Council both for early childhood and Decat focus meetings.  Nomination approved unanimously.
Barb Yackley gave information regarding the Family Crisis Center located in Sioux Center.  This organization works with victims of violence and sexual assault.  There is a children’s group, adult group and Safe and Sober group dealing with substance abuse and sexual assault.    A current program called “Children Soar” works specifically with children in a mentor/support system and has been very successful.    They too are waiting for legislative funding.  It was noted that they would be a great fit for CPPC funding in the future.
 V.     Next Meeting     
  July 11, 2011:   Decat focus meeting 
 August 1, 2011:  Early childhood focus meeting
 VI.     Adjourn at 4:10pm   
Minutes submitted by Joy Poppema
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