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Minutes 
                                    DRAFT
I.
Welcome/Introductions - The meeting was called to order by Joyce Vermeer.  The chair Doug Smit was absent with no volunteers to chair the meeting.    Others in attendance were:  Sarah Pick, Nikki Bomgaars, Jill Schouten, Jill Majeres, Rick Roghair, Kim Westerholm, Di Daniels, Chanda Bakker, Gwen Kellen, Joy Poppema and Takysia Larsen
II.
Minutes—were unanimously passed.
III.
Old Business-no old business discussed
IV.
Early Childhood Iowa Tool NA
Joyce explained to the group that Tool NA from State Empowerment requires the gathering of information by our area for legislators and reported in the Community Plan.
 V.         Sioux County Early Childhood Assets and Gaps in Services
a.  Child Development Services

Assets added to the list were Head Start staff training and the EEE Symposium. 
Common needs listed were more funding to provide trainings with stipends and materials.  
Gaps in Services listed were: 1) CSD don’t provide appropriate training for Early Childhood staff (possibly collaborate with colleges to supply training to child care providers) 2) night time trainings for home care providers with new information being offered.
b.  Child Care Quality Improvements – see item a
c.  Preschool Services

Assets added to the list were West Sioux Preschool and Wee Blessings Preschool.  It was noted that MOC CSD has good collaboration with preschools.  There are 2 colleges in Sioux County that collaborate with early childhood organizations.  There is an Early Language Acquisition Story Hour.  The majorities of preschools are at a QRS Level of 3 or better. 

A common need noted was funding.  

Gaps in services were:  1) The need for teachers with Spanish as a second language, 
2) Administrators need crash course on developmental appropriate skills for early childhood 

3) Better communication between schools and preschools and referring between agencies.
d.  Professional Development Opportunities

Assets added to the list were eye exams; green card services, hearing/vision through the Lions Club, dental screenings, Community Health Partners assistance, QPPS, Head Start Performance Standards, collaboration with school nurses in community school districts and Head Starts.  

Common needs noted were:  1)“Doctors to work with us instead of against us” when related to allowing children to attend daycare when ill  2) Sick care is needed and a uniform sick policy.  Gaps in services listed were:  1)more child care nurse consultant services and  2)employers having a better understanding regarding family needs.
e. Family Support

Assets added to the list were:  AEA-Early Access, Head Start-Early Head Start, Mid Sioux Opportunities, WIC, Maternal Health, Lead Screening, CCR & R, LIEHP Weatherization, Parent Nurturing program, FADSS, Promise Jobs, Area 4, Parent Meetings, Amistad and MOPS.
Common Needs noted:  1) Bilingual translators 2) GED classes in small towns 3) Transportation and 4) Lack of understanding (respect) for Title 19 families.

Gaps in services noted:  1) Dental services 2)Transportation 3) Home visitation and 4) Spanish resource newsletter.
 VI.
Federal, State and Local Funding for Early Childhood

The list of funding in Sioux County for families with children ages 0-5 years of age was reviewed.  Additional funding was listed as follows:  Head Start – Federal funding- contact Kendra Loutsch; Universal Preschools- State funding - contact school districts; Immunizations – State funding – contact Public Healths; Early Head Start – Federal funding – contact Kendra Loutsch.  It was noted Rock Valley has a home based Head Start.  CACFP food program – Federal funded – contact Mid Sioux Opp.; DHS Child Care subsidies – State funded – contact DHS Erin Hanks, Woodbury DHS 877-259-4992 ext 2013; Greater Siouxland Community Health Center – State and Federal funded – contact Nancy Dykstra and Early Access – State Funded – contact Lanova Sheets  NWAEA- Sioux City.
VII.    Services in Sioux County
            a.  School Systems - Addition and changes were made to the list as follows: added to Private Schools – Trinity High School in Hull, IA
            b.  Hospitals and Medical Clinics – Le Mars Medical Associates PC should be Family Medicine Clinics and remove Remsen Medical Associates PC.



              c.  Human Service Organizations  - City of Alton and City of Ireton were added to Service Organizations;  Dept of Human Services offices were change to Orange City only.  Drug Court is also in Cherokee; Iowa Workforce Development has an office in Orange City; CAASA should be CADSV.


 
IX.
Other

             a.  NW Iowa 1st Annual Substance Abuse Recovery Walk and Celebration – Doug

September 27, 2010   1:00pm – 7:00pm - in Spencer starting at Compass Point Office
X.       Next Meeting – Sept 6th – Labor Day
The group will speak with Nola and see what works best for her.  
XI.
Adjourn  - 4:15pm
Minutes submitted by Joy Poppema

phone:   712-476-2737-Doug,                        712-737-2943 exp 319-Nola                                  Joyce   712-707-9599                     
                                                     websites:  www.nwice.org  or jubon.biz ( click on Orange City)


