Sioux County

Decategorization / Empowerment  Planning  Council
Doug Smit - Chair         Joyce Vermeer – Empowerment Coordinator         Nola Aalberts – Decat/CPPC Coordinator

“Security and success for children by strengthening families & communities.”

A G E N D A

August 3, 2009 - 3:00 p.m.

Upstairs conference Room

  Orange City, IA                     
I. Welcome / Introductions   
Doug  welcomed all and introductions were made: Sherry Visser, Evie Ann Van Voorst, Brenda Kraayenbrink, Sarah Smith, Jan Burk, Donna Durham, Cheryl Buntsma, Tina Stofferan, Nola Aalberts, Jill Majeres, Julie Powell, Audrey Hansen, Jackie Covey, Barb Yackley, Joyce Vermeer, Takysia Larsen, Chanda Baker and Joy Poppema
II. Minutes  Accepted under unanimous consent  
Nola noted a correction to the questionnaires should have been 182 people checked those different areas.

III. Old Business – nothing to discuss
IV. Empowerment Report  

 


 a. NICE Website/Brochure information
Joyce distributed the FY10 NW Iowa Community Empowerment brochure and reviewed.
                         b. Child Abuse Statistics     
A hand out was distributed showing the statistics from the Prevent Child Abuse website.     There has been a downward trend in the stats.  Discussion noted that the stats seem a little low as to what is being viewed within families.  
                         c. Planning Council Funds

Joyce noted the funding was distributed according to the Empowerment funding formula.  Sioux County has 45% of children 0-5 within all 4 counties.  Thus Sioux County has $7,000 to expend from NW IA Community Empowerment.  The options discussed are as follows:
                               1. Money Management Training – Jan Burk with ISU
The funds would be used to train 30 individuals to assist families with managing finances.  The budget request is $2,400.  Those who take the training and accepted the stipend must agree to train 3 families in this course (one on one with families for 3-4 hours).  
                               2. Family Circles

This funding would allow 6.5 additional hours to spend more time with families (recruiting and assisting) between the Family Circles meeting.  There is funding for 9 hours per meeting at present.  Tina noted that she has been facilitating the group under AmeriCorps funds which is ending in August 2009 as a result there has been a cut for the fiscal year FY10.  
                               3. Child Development Associate (CDA) Cost Reimbursement
These funds would cover 15 individuals to help obtain the CDA.  This is a requirement for preschools that are being funded through Universal Preschool dollars.  This process helps promote better quality care in childcare centers and preschool classrooms.  The question was raised as to what happens if the participant would move out of the area or if not they do not follow through with the process. Discussion stated that there has to be some type of agreement in place in order to receive the funds.   Audrey noted the Lakes Area Empowerment is also working on CDA assistance.  
                               4. Literacy Training

The Sioux Center and Orange City libraries have done the Motheread Program and the funds could be used to continue the program.  
                               5. Other- nothing was brought to the table.
 Those having an interest in the funding were requested to leave the meeting while discussion occurred.
 The discussion resulted in $750 for Keeping Dollars ahead, $2,000 for Family Circles and $4,250 for CDA licensing.  These funds must be used by June 30, 2010 and on a first come first served basis for the CDA funding.  A motion was made by Cheryl Bunstma, Barb seconded and motion carried by unanimous consent per discussion above.

           V.     Decat/PCA Informational Handouts
                       a. Decat Funds 
The Decat Board has approved $5,000 in funding for Sioux County for collaborative efforts.  Nola suggested looking at the needs in Sioux County and then bringing ideas to the next meeting, be sure to review questionnaire results that were emailed out prior to the meeting  These are funds for families with children 6-18 years of age and need Decat Board approval.  

                 b. CPPC-FY10 Plan
Nola is working on the Community Plan which is due by 8/17/09.  There is a CPPC Immersion Training on Oct 13 & 14th.  CPPC funding available for this county is $1,000.

i. CBCAP – Family Circles – Latino Group
Adrianna Perez will be facilitating the Latino Family Circles in Sioux Center. 

The CBCAP funding can be up to $15,000; at least $2000 will go to the Planning Councils.  

PCA IA funding has $2000 available for Parent Education training to help with Parent Nurturing.  Brenda Ristvedt will be hosting a train the trainer session, we would like to have individuals trained in each county..   

VI. Around the Horn
a. What’s (not) going well for children in Sioux County?
b. Anything you’d like to be on Sx PC agenda in the future
Cheryl reported they had a coalition meeting and would like to count this meeting as a coalition meeting.   Cheryl noted she would request a focus on the agenda on a consistent basis and be able to make those at these meetings aware of resources available.

Barb Yackley noted they have a new child advocate at the Family Crisis Center working with Child Soar program and providing therapy.
                      VII.  Next Meeting:  September 14th @ 3:00pm upstairs conference room, Sioux County Office Bldg, Orange City, Iowa.
 VIII.  Meeting  adjourned at 4:40pm – Minutes taken by Joy Poppema  
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